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The Newsletter of  Bucks Quarterly Meeting of  the Religious Society of  Friends

Coordinator: Holly Olson Phone: 215-860-9747 or 215-453-7358
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E-Mail:  hollybqc@verizon.net Fax: 215-453-1450
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Deadline for Quakerphernalia : By the 10th day of  the preceding months publication

February 2015
Feb 6-8   PYM Middle School Friends Gathering at Swarthmore Meetinghouse
Feb 7 9am  BQ Budget and Nominating Meets at Wrightstown Meeting Social Hall 
Feb 9 2:30pm  Chandler Hall Auxiliary “Kitchen Shower” (Ginny Urbanski 215-364-0867)
Feb 12 7pm  BQ Oversight Committee Meets at the Jane Jackson House (BFS) 
Feb 14 6pm  Games Night  & Pot Luck - Buckingham Meetinghouse
Feb 16 6pm  Bucks Food For Friends at Fallsington Meetinghouse
Feb 19 1:30pm Friends Home and Village Board Meets at Friends Village
Feb 20-22  PYM Young Friends Winter Gathering at Wilmington Meetinghouse
Feb 22 12:15pm Speakers Series at Middletown Meetinghouse - Spiritual Travel
Feb 28 9am  PYM Pastoral Care Thread Gathering at Abington Meetinghouse 
       http://www.pym.org/calendar/events/pastoral-care-thread-gathering-2015/
Looking Ahead
March 21 10am-2pm    Quakerism in a Nutshell at the Makefield Meetinghouse
July 5-11     FGC Gathering at Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC
July 29 - Aug 2     PYM Annual Sessions - Muhlenberg College, Allentown PA

 Chandler Hall Worship Services will be organized by:
February ~ Yardley    March ~ Buckingham    April ~ Doylestown

Worship 11:00****Arrive 10:45

Sunday, November  ~ Quarterly Meeting for Worship, Fellowship, and Business 
Join Friends and Share Your Light

Quakertown Monthly Meeting February 15, 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM
290 White Bridge Rd, Quakertown, NJ 08868

Schedule of Events
9:30	  -‐	  Registration	  and	  refreshments
10:00	  -‐	  Adult	  Program:	  Mary Lou Quinlan is the author of 4 books, most recently the critically acclaimed The 
God Box.  She is an inspirational speaker, and appears frequently in national media.
Mary Lou will talk about the genesis of her book and her profound relationship with her mother.  The God Box 
is particularly relevant to Quakers as it speaks to the practice of “speaking directly to God without any 
middlemen”.  Mary Lou travels extensively performing her one-woman show based on her book with all 
proceeds going to local charities—usually hospice programs.  She has performed at Bucks County Playhouse in 
support of Chandler Hall.
10:00-‐Noon	  -‐	  Children’s	  Program:	  	  The teachers of QMM First Day School will present a program on 
“Famous Quakers throughout history with emphasis on African-American Quakers” (February is Black History 
month.) Child care will be provided in the afternoon.
11:00	  –	  12:00	  -‐	  Meeting	  for	  Worship
12:00-‐1:00	  -‐	  Brown	  bag	  lunch	  with	  desserts	  and	  beverages	  provided	  by	  our	  Quakertown	  Friends
1:00-‐3:00	  -‐	  Business	  Session	  -‐	  Childcare	  Provided
Meeting for Business Agenda Items: We will hear news of our Friends Doylestown, Makefield and 
Quakertown. We will also receive news from our Coordinator, the quarter’s Budget and Nominating 
Committee, Outreach Committee, the Friends Home and Village Annual Report, The Quaker School at 
Horsham and our Treasurer will present the preliminary 2015-16 budget.. 
   Note: All agenda items for Quarterly Meeting must be to the clerk, 

Boris Simkovich, one week prior to Quarterly Meeting.  
      boris@simkovich.com

LIVES PASSING
Wrightstown Friends suffer the loss of Jeannine 
Vannais who passed on January 5th surrounded by 
friends and family.

WOMEN’S	  BIBLE	  STUDY	  GROUP
Are	  you	  interested	  in	  a	  Women’s	  Bible	  Study	  
Group?	  
Contact	  Beth	  Taylor	  at	  Huldah44@Verizon.net.
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IS YOUR MEETING A “NUT FREE” 
ENVIRONMENT?

Bucks Quarter is working toward our Quarterly 
Meeting gatherings being safe for children and 
adults with nut allergies. Consider talking about 
this important subject within your Monthly 
Meeting community. 

MIDWEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Tuesdays at Southampton 7:30 PM 

Wednesdays at Lehigh Valley 5:00 PM 
Wednesdays at Makefield 7:00 AM 
Thursdays at Plumstead 9:00AM

Thursdays at Middletown 7:00 PM 

KEEP ON CRAFTING
Cold winter days are great for stitching, card making, 
candle molding, etc. Bring your hand crafted 
donations to Quarterly Meeting in February at 
Quakertown for the Bucks Quarter Friendly Crafters 
sale table. 
For more information, contact Holly Olson at
hollybqc@verizon.net or 215-453-7358.

FRIENDS	  VILLAGE	  COMMUNITY	  GARDEN	  
NEEDS	  PLOWING

Friends	  Village	  needs	  its	  garden	  plowed	  under.	  
The	  garden	  is	  approximately	  2-‐	  30’x100’.	  	  A	  
rototiller	  won’t	  go	  through	  the	  leaf	  mulch.	  This	  
could	  be	  done	  anytime	  between	  now	  and	  early	  
spring.	  	  
Gardeners	  are	  also	  being	  sought	  to	  help	  with	  the	  
community	  garden.	  You	  service	  would	  be	  
contributing	  to	  the	  healthy	  diet	  of	  the	  residents.	  
90%	  of	  what	  is	  grown	  is	  used	  in	  the	  meals	  for	  
residents.
Members	  of	  Bucks	  Quarter	  are	  being	  asked	  to	  help	  
because	  Friends	  Village	  along	  with	  its	  sister	  
campus	  Friends	  Home	  are	  the	  two	  retirement	  
communities	  under	  the	  care	  of	  Bucks	  Quarterly	  
Meeting.	  
For	  more	  information	  or	  to	  volunteer,	  contact:
Jerry	  Taylor	  at	  215-‐493-‐6625

A VALENTINE’S DAY GIFT TO EACH OTHER
FOR COUPLES

Saturday February 14 - 10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM   
Friends Center – 1515 Cherry Street, Phila, PA

Patricia McBee and Brad Sheeks, who bring forty 
years of experience with the Couple Enrichment 
Program of Friends General Conference will guide 
the day’s activities.
Give yourself and your partner the gift of a day just 
for the two of you to explore:
• What are you grateful for?
• How can I help you know yourself better?
• What sadness do you feel some days?
• How can I be more genuine with you? 
• What worries do you carry?
• What are you grateful for?
After the welcome and overview of the day, Pat & 
Brad will have a conversation on a topic prompted 
by one of the questions listed above; or by something 
said as we introduced ourselves as couples.
Each couple will have time for a private conversation 
of their choice prompted by one of the questions 
above, or by something said by someone else. It is a 
good idea to start out with something about which 
you are very grateful in your relationship.
Next we gather as a whole group to hear how the 
previous activity was experienced by others.
Gathering in groups of three couples we continue our 
conversations with the support of attentive and 
confidential listening by the other couples.   We will 
have a break for lunch.
We will continue these small group conversations 
with breaks to review our experiences.
There is no registration fee, a contribution to cover  
costs including child care if needed is appreciated.
For information or to register, contact Brad Sheeks at 
bsheeks@verizon.net or Patricia McBee at 
pmcbee@juno.com or call them at 215-349-6959.

QUAKERISM INFORMATIONAL
(QUAKERISM IN A NUTSHELL)

Faith, Witness, Process ~ What’s it all about? 
Wanted: Friends, attenders, seekers to explore 
the life of Quakerism and being Quaker today.

Come to this exciting workshop 
led by Melanie Douty Snipes and 

find out what makes Friends quake.
Join us on Saturday March 21st, 10am to 2pm 

at the Makefield Friends Meetinghouse 
Lunch provided.

We will have a morning session then break for lunch 
and sharing, then reconvene after lunch for a general 
question and answer session. 
To register and for more information, contact Holly 
Olson 215-453-7358 or hollybQc@verizon.net
The workshop is free, registration is necessary for 
planning lunch.

Makefield Friends Meetinghouse: 
877 Dolington Rd, Newtown, PA 18940

IMPROVING YOUR LIFE
SPEAKERS SERIES AT 

MIDDLETOWN FRIENDS MEETING
Spiritual Travel with Connie Fenty

	  Please	  join	  Connie	  Fenty	  as	  she	  shares	  
information	  about	  how	  she	  became	  involved	  with	  
experiencing	  and	  then	  co-‐leading	  Sacred	  Journeys	  
to	  sites	  in	  England,	  Cornwall,	  Wales,	  Ireland,	  and	  
France.	  	  Connie	  will	  also	  facilitate	  a	  discussion	  on	  
Pilgrimage	  and	  the	  Hero’s	  Journey.	  	  

12:15 welcome and refreshments. 
Speaker at 12:30.

For more information, 
Contact langhorneclerk@gmail.com 

These events are free and open to the public.
453 W. Maple Ave, Langhorne, PA 19047

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

Annual Sessions 2015 
Muhlenberg College, Allentown, PA

July 29 - August 2
“Open Our Eyes That We May See”
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Friendly Services Offered 
and Friendly Services Needed

“Simply Real” News is Growing!
Published monthly w/Quaker Values

Times Publishing Newspapers, Inc. has rolled out with 
our ninth newspaper in Bucks County - the Fairless 
FOCUS. Covering the Fairless Hills area our new total 
mailed (via US Postal Service) circulation is 115,716 
households and businesses.  We cover “all the ‘good news’ 
that’s fit to print.” Over the past 18 years we’ve started 
and continue to publish these additional 8 monthly 
publications:  Yardley VOICE, Morrisville TIMES, 
Newtown GAZETTE, Northampton HERALD, Lower 
Southampton SPIRIT, Langhorne LEDGER, New Hope 
NEWS, and the Doylestown OBSERVER.  

Donna Allen, Publisher:  215-702-3405
www.timespub.com - (updated daily)

Be HomeCare
Homecare where you want to be.

Friendly professional home care to keep you or your loved 
ones living at home.

Alice Agnew and Linda Cooper of  Richland Friends 
Monthly Meeting in Quakertown have been helping 
Bucks County seniors and their families with caregiving 
since 2007.  Our staff  of  caregivers provide 
companionship, transportation, meal preparation, 
personal care and light housekeeping.
Licensed by Pennsylvania Department of  Health.

Call for a free in-home visit.
267-429-0438 

www.behomecare.com

This version of the November Quarterly Meeting minutes contains the edited highlights.
The minutes in full detail will be brought to Quarterly Meeting in February at

Quakertown Meeting for consideration. 
Unedited version can also be read on the quarter’s web site www.quakersbucks.org

BUCKS QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
QUARTERLY MEETING MINUTES

Held at Solebury Monthly Meeting,  November 16, 2014    

Clerk:  Boris Simkovich (Makefield)              Recording Clerk:  David Rose (Lehigh Valley)
Roll Call of Meetings:  Bristol: 0, Buckingham: 1, Doylestown: 1, Fallsington: 2, Lehigh Valley: 2, Makefield: 3, Middletown: 4, 

Newtown: 8, Plumstead: 1, Quakertown: 1, Solebury: 4, Southampton: 1, Wrightstown: 2, Yardley: 4
Minutes of August 24, 2014 were read and approved with one correction. 
Stories of Vitality were shared
Coordinator’s Report given by Holly Olson (Middletown MM).  In-reach portion reported on the Clerk’s meeting, Religious 

Education meeting cancelation, Spiritual Formation program cancelation, Facebook page (please “like”), work on Bristol 
Meeting records, help and support provided to a Young Friend, and upcoming New Year’s Eve skating party.  Outreach report 
noted the success of the Peace Fair, participation in Historic Fallsington Day and Historic Bristol Day.  Holly has been 
meeting with other Quarter Coordinators and will be visiting other Quarterly Meetings. Friends were encouraged to attend one 
of the General Secretary Tours sessions around PYM. 

Treasurer’s Report given by Ed Snyder (Yardley MM).  Activity for the first fiscal quarter is as expected.  No items of concern 
reported.  He reported that since the end of the report in September, an additional $20,000 has been sent to PYM.  

Newtown MM Annual Report given by Rich Richardson for Wendy Kane.  Membership at end of 2013 stood at 295 with 15 new 
members joining since then.  Work done by the Library committee, the First Day School classes, annual fundraisers under care 
of the Children’s Religious Education committee, Peace and Service concerns were reported on.  Also noted were concerns 
about meeting financial obligations and the upcoming 200th anniversary of the Meeting.

Bucks Quarter Peace Fair report given by Tim Cunningham (Buckingham). This year was notable for the strong sense of community 
that was expressed by the help provided by other meetings. Next year’s Peace Fair will be September 19, 2015. Planning will 
start earlier and reach out for help sooner.  Looking for meetings to adopt a specific responsibility.  Karen Gallager 
(Norristown MM) spoke about the Young Friends involvement with the fair and how important it is for them. Request made to 
have Meetings sign up for a task as early as possible. 

Auditor’s Report read by Betsy Bayardi (Wrightstown MM) for Alan Gray (Plumstead MM).  Report found BQM financial records to 
be in good order.

Nomination request present. 
• David Smith (Solebury MM) was nominated to PYM Nomination Committee:  Approved.
• Betsy Bayardi ( Wrightstown MM) nominated to be “At Large” member to PYM Nomination Committee: Approved. 

Plumstead MM Annual Report read by Lane Taylor for Beth Taylor.  The Meeting continues to be a “small, simple and quiet 
Meeting” with First Day School averaging five to seven children.  Community building activities are ongoing and members 
are involved in a number of both local groups and the larger Quaker Community. 

Camp Onas Annual Report given by Lane Taylor (Plumstead MM and Board Member).  Lane noted that the camp will be 
undertaking a large capital campaign to upgrade the pool.  Friends were encouraged to attend worship at the camp during the 
summer.  Meetings in the Quarter who do not have their allotted two board appointments filled were encouraged to do so. 

Announcements: 
• Kelly Schussell-Edens, clerk of the quarter’s Outreach Committee will be moving away from the area in a little over a year 

and urges the Quarter to find a replacement that she can train in the meantime.
• Tyler Hoff from Friends Home and Village CEO (Yardley MM) introduced himself.  He also noted that FHV is also looking 

for additional Board members.
• Tribe One, a group that Jonathan Snipes has been part of for the past twenty years,  will be performing their anniversary 

concert in Germantown in December,
• Extended worship opportunities are being provided by the PYM Meeting for Worship and Ministry (MFW)

Clerk’s Reflections:  Holiday season approaching and we should remember those that do not have the friends, family or support 
during this season. 

Meeting closed with a period of silent worship at 2:40 p.m.
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Friendly Services Offered and Friendly Services Needed 
MRP Plans, Inc.

Retirement Plan Services 
Ed Snyder, a member of  Yardley Meeting, is a Certified 
Pension Consultant/Qualified Pension Administrator 
and offers retirement plan services to small businesses - 
plan design and installation, and annual third party ad- 
ministration. If  you're thinking about a 401(k) or similar 
retirement plan for your small business or have a plan 
but don't understand it, Ed is the one to call.

Tel: 609-689-9400 
Email: mrp.ed@verizon.net

Tinsman Bros., Inc.
Lumberyard & Building Supplies

Birthright Quakers and 5th generation owners, William 
E. and Thomas F. Tinsman, invite you in for a visit to 
the oldest lumberyard in the country, located in 
Lumberville, PA. Established in 1785, we pride ourselves 
on the quality lumber and services we offer. Our 
hardware store has many hard to find treasures.

Store hours: Monday thru Friday 7:30 thru 5:00
Saturday 7:30 -12:00.
Tel: 215-297-5100

Thomas G Wells Construction, LLC
Aging in Place Remodeling

Serving Solebury/Doylestown to Bristol
Many folks want to stay safely, comfortably
and independently in their own homes for

as long as possible, even though diminishments
make that harder to do.  We can help you think 

through what changes make sense as diminishments
come. We can change your home to fit your evolving 

needs.  Sooner is better.        
Tel: 215-378-4048

Web site: www.tgw-construction.com

THIS ADVERTISING SPACE 
COULD BE YOURS!

$30 PER MONTH OR $250 FOR A ONE 
YEAR ENGAGEMENT.

CONTACT HOLLY OLSON 
hollybQc@verizon.net or

215-453-7358, 215-860-9747

William B. Parry & Son, LTD Insurance
We are a 5th generation Quaker owned and operated 
insurance agency.  We offer personal and commercial 
insurance coverages, along with life insurance and long-
term care.
You can find Blake Parry on the bench at Middletown 
Meeting or Chandler Hall.  Ryan Parry floats among 
meetings.  Lisa Parry Becker sits at Solebury Meeting.  
We’d be happy to meet with you and review your 
personal or commercial insurance needs to help you 
protect your assets.

Tel: 215-579-7310
Email: info@parry-insurance.com

Web Site: www.parry-insurance.com
Office Location: Langhorne, PA

Carol Richardson, Associate Broker
 with Coldwell Banker Hearthside Realtors 

A member of  Newtown Meeting, Carol hears 
your wishes and needs clearly and is very 
resourceful. Carol enjoys finding the perfect 
match of  home to home owner.
Carol Richardson, Associate Broker, ABR, GRI

 114 S. State Street Newtown 
13 locations serving Bucks County. 

Direct Tel: 267-566-5676 
Office Tel: 215-504-9000 Ext 187 

Web site: www.carol-richardson.com 
Email: c.richardson@cbhearthside.com 

“Caring for all your real estate needs.”

Superior Benefit Plans 
Employee Benefits Insurance Broker

Marybeth Snyder is a Wharton School Certified 
Employee Benefits Specialist with 30 year’s experience 
and Member of  Solebury Meeting. Individuals, small 
and large employers rely on Superior to afford and 
manage benefits plans including health insurance. Offices 
in Lahaska and Malvern, Pa. 

TOLL Free: 888 656 1339
Email: msnyder@superiorbenefitplans.com 

Marybeth Snyder, CEBS, CLU Superior Benefit Plans, 
LLC Tel: 610 722 9900/215 693 6303 

Fax: 610 725 9209

Soup to Nuts Caterers
 Call us for the holidays, weddings and all your 

catering needs. Elegant Simplicity.
Linda Jacobs, member of  Yardley Meeting offers, 

catering for all occasions. Soup to Nuts realizes the 
importance of  value and endeavors to make your event 
work best for you. "Soup to Nuts" is well connected to 

local farms. Vegan or Vegetarian options welcome.
Tel: 215-208-5389

Email: STNCaterers@aol.com 
Web Sute: www.souptonutscatererers.com

Maris C. Langford, Esq.
Member of  Doylestown Meeting

Wills, General Durable Power of  Attorney
Healthcare Power, Living Wills, Estate 

Administration

70 West Oakland Avenue
Doylestown, PA 18901

215-348-4031
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