BUCKS QUARTERLY MEETING

PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING

MEETING FOR BUSINESS

First Day, Fifth Month 17, 2009
Held at Yardley Monthly Meeting

Clerk:  Chris Lucca (Yardley MM)
Recording Clerk: David Rose (Lehigh Valley MM)

Opening Worship:  Meeting started at 1:05 p.m. after a period of Silent Worship..
Business Issues:  Clerk requested that cell phones are off, summarize reports, CDs will be available of the talk  by this morning. 
Approval of Agenda:  Agenda was reviewed and approved 
Roll Call of Meetings

Bristol: 1, Buckingham: 2, Doylestown: 1, Fallsington: 5, Lehigh Valley: 3, Makefield: 4

Middletown: 3, Newtown: 3, Plumstead: 0, Quakertown: 2, Solebury: 0, 

Southampton: 2, Wrightstown: 2, Yardley: 9

Review of Minutes of Second Month 2009:  Minutes approved without substantive changes. 
Coordinator Report to Quarter: The report was given by Holly Olsen.  Complete report is available. The sections of the report were: In-reach, Inter-visitation, Outreach, and impressions of Yearly Meeting March Sessions. Efforts directed toward bringing Friends in the Quarter together for “Fun Day” did not generate sufficient response and the event was canceled.  Updating of the data base is a continuing project.  Holly attends and is involved with Bucks Food For Friends and participates in meetings about the starting of Quaker Quest in the Quarter. She is a Friendly presence for Friends from Bucks Quarter who attend Yearly Meeting.
Karen Shaudys expressed appreciation to Holly for her gift of ministry of visitation during the time she was in the hospital and is sure that there are others.  
Bristol MM Annual Report was given by Paul Shaffer, Clerk. Complete report is available.  The meeting house is rich in history and has completed a map of the old burial ground.  It also has Meeting Minutes which go back to 1711 and which will be available soon on the web in PDF format. Local historical festival which highlighted the meetinghouse appears to have been dissolved.  He announced that August Quarterly Meeting will be held at Bristol MM and that the Meeting has an arrangement with a parking area less than a block away so that there is no problem with space to park.  
Budget and Nomination Committee:  The Nomination portion was presented by Betsy Bayardi.  She laid before the meeting that there is still a need for a permanent Treasurer and an Alternate Clerk.  The recent experience of needing to have a person fill in as Treasurer on short notice has caused the committee to consider technical update on record keeping software. Meeting accepted the announcement of Betsy Bayardi as Budget and Nomination Clerk as Walter Farley has asked to be replaced as Clerk of Committee. 
A Minute of Appreciation was approved for the service to the Quarter of Walter Farley as Clerk of Budget and Nomination and Karen Shaudys as Treasurer.
Acting Treasurer’s Report: Doug Meaker read a note of appreciation from PYM Clerk of Financial Stewardship for payment of pledge. The report he gave included both the current financial status and the proposed budget presented for approval.  Both reports are available. After an explanation of all line items, and noting that the budget was basically the same as last year’s,  the budget was approved as presented. 
Buckingham MM  Annual Report given by Bethann Morgan:  The Meeting has been working on building community through various ways.  Worship and Ministry is encouraging members to engage in Quaker spiritual conversation.  One way is that discussion groups are formed after worship to discuss one word topics. The Meetinghouse has affixed the National Landmark Plaque to a bolder placed on the porch and had a celebration to commemorate the event. The Bucks Quarter Peace Fair will be held on Sep. 26th on the campus of the Meeting and Buckingham Friends School. Young Friends from around the Quarter are involved, but there is a need to get more involvement of adults.  
Jonathan Snipes spoke about the Snipes Farm School:  He raised the question: “What do we have to show for what we have done” He described the vision of the Non-Profit Farm School as a place to teach sustainable agriculture and living. We know how to raise food organically, reducing plastic, and reduce petroleum usage and we need to demonstrate that they work. Another part of the vision is to connect kids to at least one farm and the meetings and schools throughout the Quarter can help with this vision by connecting at least to one farm in their area. There are numerous ways for Friends to be involved with the school and Friends were encouraged to inquire.  

  
Report to PYM from Bucks Quarter read by Clerk Chris Lucca.  Report approved with minor revisions suggested.  Complete report is available.  
Annual Report from Lehigh Valley MM read by Lois Sunflower. The Meeting has undergone a self-evaluation with assistance from PYM staff person, Carolyn Packard. A complete report with specific recommendations was created.  This raised the question whether the process recommended has lessons for other meetings.  While some of the recommendations were specific to Lehigh Valley MM, it did give a design for working through the issues.  Request was made to have the process shared with other Meetings.
Annual Report Oversight Committee was read by David Rose. Members of the committee find the work of the committee a wonderful opportunity to become aware of, and involved with, the larger Quaker community.
Report from Fallsington Friends MM presented by Lisa Collins. Meeting members are involved with a number of activities beyond the meetinghouse wall and hosts the Bucks Food for Friends.  
Annual Report from Chandler Hall given by Mark Fulton. The complete report is available. The lack of clarity regarding the relationship of Chandler Hall to Bucks Quarter is indicative of the complex issue of maintaining a Quaker identity as a Friend’s institution. Some of the changes are the result of decreased involvement of Meetings with the programs at the facility.  Another change is the practice of recruitment of Board Members for their specific skills rather than their status as “Weighty Friends”. Another cause is that changing government regulations necessitate constant change in the business model.  The mission statement does incorporate Quaker values and a task force has been created to further commitment to them.  The suggestion was offered that the Meetinghouse on grounds could be used for worship rather than worship space being assigned to the Program area.  

Announcements
Yardley Networking Group:  Unemployed Friends support groups.  Pass the word around.  The group meets at Yardley MM on Monday at noon every other week.

Jeffrey Dalgliesh spoke about Blake Fulton Foundation which was set up when a member of the Meeting lost his battle with depression. Request was made for donations from Meetings to support other families that find themselves in this position, and maybe prevent, or just help to see someone through this.  Kids from George School had an Art Sale to raise funds.  A request for written information on this foundation was made.  

Refugee Support Group report was read by Holly Olson.

Camp Onas still has spaces for boys.

Closing worship at 3:20 p.m.

