BUCKS QUARTERLY MEETING

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

MEETING FOR BUSINESS

FIRST DAY, 21 SECOND MONTH 2010

HOSTED BY DOYLESTOWN MM, HELD AT BUCKINGHAM MEETINGHOUSE

Clerk: Christopher Lucca (Yardley MM)

Recording Clerk: David Rose (Lehigh Valley MM)

Friends gathered at the appointed hour of 1:00 pm and were led in singing by the Bucks Quarter Singing Group prior to settling into worship. 

Roll Call of Meeting: Bristol: 2, Buckingham: 2, Doylestown: 4, Fallsington: 3
Lehigh Valley: 1, Makefield: 4, Middletown: 5, Newtown: 2, Plumstead: 0, Quakertown: 2, Solebury: 1,. Southampton: 3, Wrightstown: 2, Yardley: 3

Minutes of Eleventh Month Quarterly Business Meeting reviewed. Clarification accepted that it was the intent of the Meeting to continue the Peace Fair in 2010.  Minutes approved with clarifications. 

Annual Outreach Committee Report. Kellie Schlussel-Edens (Yardley Meeting) and clerk of the committee presented the report. Complete report available. Website Modernization Project is underway; Quaker Tent at Middletown Grange Fair was successful; coordination with George School and other outreach efforts were detailed. Report concluded with a request for increased representation by Monthly Meetings on the Outreach Committee.  Appreciation was expressed for the work of the five Outreach Committee members.  The Clerk noted the common concern for Outreach expressed at the Clerks meeting held yesterday at Wrightstown. 

Doylestown MM Annual Report given by Stu Bush outgoing clerk.  Complete Report Available.  The summery provided highlighted the renewal of connections within the community through a variety of programs and social gatherings, including an optional prelude to Meeting for Worship of “spirit” filled Chanting. 

PYM Middle School Coordinator, Stephen Dotson, gave an overview of benefits of PYM services for Middle School Friends and described the leading that he feels in working with young Friends.  Friends were invited to contact him for ideas and assistance. He is also available to be a resource for activities that arise from Monthly Meetings and a resource for parents of Middle Schoolers He is currently working on helping families to deal with the issues of internet usage and social networking.  Phone # 215-241-7171 or call Friends Center and ask for the “Middle School Guy”. 

Friends Home and Village Retirement Report read by Carol Richardson (Newtown Meeting).  Complete report available.  The report noted the transitions that are occurring to the board, the changing economic and regulatory environment, and the commitment to Quaker values in determining the mission.  Doug Meaker noted that the Quarter was asked to provide four at large appointments to the board to cover shortfall from Monthly Meeting appointments.  Six members of the board of FHFV were present at Quarterly Meeting with two prior board members also present.  The need was expressed for better representation from Monthly Meetings to the Board.  

Announcements:

· Melanie Snipes (Fallsington Meeting) reported on the Quaker Farm Camp at Snipes Farm and Educational Center, August 16th to the 20th. Flyers were provided to take back to meeting.  A mailing will also be sent out to Meetings. 

· Peace Vigil: Ken Johnson (Doylestown Meeting) reported that Peace Vigil may be laid down if there is not increase participation. 

· April Attendance Survey for PYM Meetings.  Will Bowers (FallsingtonMeeting) reported on the MM census that will take place during the month of April.  

· Conference on Unemployed Friends, Sat. March 6th 8:30 to 3:30 at Burlington Conference Center.  

Treasurer’s Report given by Tim Dwyer, (Bristol Meeting) and Quarter Treasurer.  Complete report available. There were no issues to highlight. He said that he had no recommendations for changes to current practices now that he has had a chance to review them. Proposed Budget 2010-2011 presented as part of report.  As is the practice, proposed budget is laid over for consideration at next Quarterly Meeting with the expectation that it will be reviewed at Monthly Business Meetings. Approval requested by the Treasure for PYM commitment amount.  It was recollected that the Quarter has decided to keep our commitment “flat” and to indicate such to Yearly Meeting. It was recommended to the Treasurer that the wording to PYM should be that BQM will continue to provide the “same generous amount” 

Makefield MM Annual Report given by Borris Simkovich, clerk. Complete report available.  The Meeting community is growing stronger.  Rather than outreach this year, the Meeting has decided to focus on working on developing the bond uniting the Meeting before working on outreach. The Meeting has a good representation in the larger Quaker community, both on local Quaker boards and the wider Quaker Community. 

Coordinator’s Quarterly Report given by Holly Olson (Middletown Meeting).  Complete report available.  The report listed the various ways that the Coordinator has provided support for outreach efforts and has participated in, or helps organize, community building event.  

Quakertown MM Annual Report was given by Robin Meaker. Complete report is available.  The most significant development during the past year was the sudden need for a First Day School after some years without children.  Members of the Meeting are involved with a variety of social concerns and the Meeting is well represented on local Boards.

Budget and Nominating report given by Betsy Bayardi of Wrightstown Meeting
· David A. Smith (Solebury MM) approved as Bucks representative to PYM Nominating. 

· Doug Meaker (Quakertown MM) approved as interim Alternate Clerk. Alternate Clerk appointment expected by the summer.

Quaker School at Horsham read by Holly Olson, former Board Member. Complete report available.  Friends were requested to read it in depth.  The report mentioned the national recognition received and the recent innovations to service delivery for learning challenged students. 

Wrightstown MM Annual Report given by Leo Fitzpatrick, clerk.  Complete report available.  There are ongoing improvements to the grounds and facility.  New programs have been created that provide a number of opportunities for gathering and discussions. 

Meeting adjourned after a period of silent worship at 3:25 p.m. to reconvene May 16, 2010 at Fallsington MM.

