BUCKS QUARTERLY MEETING

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

MEETING FOR BUSINESS

FIRST DAY, 20 ELVENTH MONTH 2011
HELD AT QUAKERTOWN NJ MEETINGHOUSE

Clerk: Chris Lucca (Yardley MM)  Assistant Clerk: Amy Ward Brimmer (Fallsington MM)

Recording Clerk: David Rose (Lehigh Valley MM)

Friends gathered at the appointed hour of 1:00 pm and settled into a period of silent worship. 

Business Issues and Clerk’s Comments given by Chris Lucca.  Appreciation expressed to Plumstead MM for hosting the May Quarterly Meeting. He explained the reasons for canceling the August Quarterly Meeting due to the hurricane. 

Agenda reviewed and approved.
Roll Call of Meeting: Bristol:1 , Buckingham:1 , Doylestown:1 , Fallsington:2, Lehigh Valley:2, Makefield:0 , Middletown:2 , Newton:6 , Plumstead:1 , Quakertown:4 , Solebury:2 ,. Southampton: 0 , Wrightstown: 3, Yardley:2.
 Minutes of Fifth Month Quarterly Business Meeting reviewed.  Minutes approved.
Stories of Vitality and Growth

· Wrightstown has a Sunday where the Nursery School families are invited Worship and Dinner.
· On “World Day for Peace” Quakertown had a rededication of the Peace Pole where each person had a wish for peace that was attached to the pole which was followed by a potluck dinner. 

· Meet, Greet, and Eat Day at Newtown MM for member to meet new attendees.  Seventy persons attended. Challenge of growth at this meeting will require a long range plan to keep the heart of those attending. 

· Bristol MM hosted “Occupy Wall Street” walkers on their way to Washington. 

· Fallsington MM participated on Historic Fallsington Day. Gave out “Quaker” oatmeal cookies and had the display from PYM on Quakers and the political process.  “Outreach and Communication” committee is a new committee that was involved in the preparation.  
· Southampton MM has started a Tuesday evening meeting for worship.  

· Buckingham MM hosted the Bucks Quarter Peace Fair. September 22, 2012 is the date for next year.

· Quakertown MM has a presence on Facebook. 

· Yardley MM working on the Children’s Religious Education curriculum and is experiencing a growing group of youngsters.  Members have received training from PYM in Godly Play and Faith and Play.  

Report of Coordinator:  Report given by Holly Olson (Middletown Meeting). Complete report is available. The “Inreach” portion of the report was an account of the various activities that the Coordinator was involved that have occurred or are scheduled. “Outreach” portion report noted changes in the practice of staffing the BQM table for street fairs around BQM.  “Intervisitation” portion listed the various Quaker  programs and meetings attended with a positive review given for the Speakers Series at Doylestown and the Peace and Justice Film Series at Buckingham. There was a meeting of Religious Education Committee Clerks which was very helpful to all who attended. Report was accepted with appreciation
Newtown MM Annual Report given by Joe Evans, clerk. Written report is available.  This is a growing and vital meeting with 288 members.  This large number had required that more social events be organized to create the opportunity for everyone to get to know each other.  Fundraising dinners for social organizations created by children is one ways that this is accomplished.  Matching Funds provided by three families helped the meeting achieve a surplus in their budget.  
Announcements: Rick Howe reported that on December 3 there will be a march for jobs in Bristol.  There is a new group called Occupy Bucks County with a plan to stage events around upper Buck.  Holly reported that Abington Quarter is invited to the New Year’s Eve Skating Party.  She also read the minute that was passed at Interim Meeting in support of the Occupy Philadelphia.  Information was provided on the activity going on in Philadelphia between the Friends Center, AFSC and the Occupy Movement and ways that Friends can become involved.
Treasurer’s Report given by Tim Dwyer (Bristol Meeting).  An explanation was provided regarding the over budgeted expense under BQM Administrative costs as the purchase of a computer and Quick Books program to be used by the Treasurer.  Changes will be made to our reporting once we change to Quick Books.  Report received.

Budget and Nominating: A verbal report was given by Betsy Bayardi (Wrightstown Meeting). She pointed out that we have a very narrow window to stay on target financial.  The changes in record keeping still being completed have caused a delay in getting the auditing done.  Speaking of Nominations, she spoke of the duties of the Quarter Nominating Committee in filling the spots on the PYM Nominating Committee.  There are two openings at present.  The Quaker School at Horsham is also looking for Board Members to represent Quakers. 

Plumstead MM Annual Report given by Bob Happ.  Despite its small size, especially when compared to Newtown MM, there are a number of community and spiritual activities taking place, not limited to but including a person driving off the road into their shed.
Worship and Ministry report does not have a representative present to give their report. Chris gave an update on their intention to provide support by visiting meetings. 
Camp Onas report given by Bob Holt, Assistant Clerk of the Board and member of Solebury Meeting.  He spoke of the Strategic Plan and some of the new activities provided to campers.  Suzan Neiger Gould, Director, will be leaving and there is a search for a replacement.  Camp registration is at capacity. 

Yardley MM Annual Report given by Ed Snyder, clerk.  The resolution  of the “dam” issue was reported.  Ed showed how graphics that were used to illustrate the financial situation which resulted in an increase in donations.  

Following Minute of Appreciation for outgoing Clerk Chris Lucca was offered by Bethann Morgan:  

Minute 1

Friends gathered at BQM Eleventh Month 20, 2011, expressed deep gratitude for Chris Lucca’s hard work, dedication, and lighthearted style as he served as Clerk for us the past three years.  Friend Lucca inspired and revived connections between meetings in the form of periodic gatherings of Clerks and of Friends serving Worship and Ministry. These meetings have created powerful ripples of spiritual nurture in our meetings. 

Meeting closed at 3:00 pm with a period of silent worship. 
Next meeting to be held at Solebury MM, February 19, 2012   
