BUCKS QUARTERLY MEETING 
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
MEETING FOR BUSINESS

First Day, 15 Eleventh Month 2009
HELD AT BUCKINGHAM MONTHLY MEETING
Clerk:  Chris Lucca (Yardley MM)
Recording Clerk:  David Rose (Lehigh Valley MM)
Friends gathered at the appointed hour of 1:00 p.m. and settled into worship. 

Business Issues:  The Clerk expressed appreciation Buckingham MM for the wonderful meal provided prior to the Business Meeting.  Agenda reviewed and approved.

Roll Call: Bristol: 2, Buckingham: 4, Doylestown: 2, Fallsington: 1, Lehigh Valley: 2, Makefield: 4, Middletown: 4, Newtown: 2, Plumstead: 2, Quakertown: 1, Solebury:1, Southampton: 3, Wrightstown: 1, Yardley: 1.  It was recognized with expressions of joy that this is the first time in the memory of many present that all Meetings within the Quarter were represented at a Quarterly Meeting.
Minutes of Eighth Month Quarterly Meeting approved.
United Friends School Report given by Nancy Donnelly, Head of School and member of Unami MM.  The written report is available. She spoke of the background of the school and its relationship to the Quarter.  Richland, Unami, Gwynedd, and Doylestown Monthly Meetings “united” to create this school.  She stated that they look to their “Friends” for guidance.  The school has a weekly Meeting for Worship attended by all students. There is also a “Meeting for Announcements” where personal messages are welcome which opens and closes with period of silence.  Classrooms also have periods of worship sharing.  All committees are conducted in the sense of Meetings for Worship with a focus on Business. Report accepted  

Coordinator’s Report given by Holly Olson (Middletown MM).  Complete report is available.  In the report she noted her changing role in relation to the “Bucks Food for Friends” program that she had felt led to help create.  The Quarter has been actively promoting “Quakerism in a Nutshell” which will be held at Wrightstown MM on November 21st. Report accepted. 
Wrightstown Annual Report: Report was held over as there was no one present to present the report.

Budget and Nomination Committee:  Betsy Bayardi (Wrightstown MM) presented the following Quarterly Meeting Nominations:  
· Tim Dwyer (Bristol MM) as Bucks Quarter Treasurer. APPROVED
· Bob Atkinson (Bristol MM), Doug Meaker (Quakertown MM), and Bill Daly (Middletown MM) are appointed as a “Treasure Orientation Committee” to assist the new treasurer in filling the role. APPROVED
· The following persons listed as authorized to sign checks for the Quarter, (1)Doug Meaker, (2)Tim Dwyer, and (3) Christopher A. Lucca. APPROVED 

· Robin Meaker as BQM representative to PYM Nomination committee. APPROVED
· Minute of appreciation to Doug Meaker for filling in as BQM Treasurer. APPROVED  
Tim Dwyer, the new treasurer, will present any recommendations for possible changes at the February Quarterly Meeting. He is also make it a point to visit all meetings in the Quarter.  
Board Members Needed: The Quaker School at Horsham is looking for Board Members as is Friends Home and Village 

Friends Camp Association (Camp Onas) report given by Beth Taylor (Plumstead MM). Complete report is available.  The enrollment this past year was very good considering the change in the economy.  

Peace Fair report was given by Tim Cunningham (Buckingham MM).  He noted the success of the event this year and also the “behind the scenes” problems with the lack of volunteers to help plan the event.  Camp George event recalled as a similar event with a similar outcome due to the lack of volunteers.  A “blunt” announcement in Quakerphernaila suggested. Another suggestion made was to reach out to Clerks of Social Concerns at various Meetings . Rotation of committee meetings among different meetinghouses might help involve more. It was noted that the Fair had been laid down a number of years ago and then reorganized.  Using Younger Friends has some problems with transportation and scheduling.  

Newtown MM Annual Report given by Betsy Crofts. Examples of the richness of the blessings the Meeting is experiencing were recounted . The worship group at Pennswood village is a strong Meeting which serves many former Newtown members.  The Reconstruction Jewish Congregation which uses the Meetinghouse and Newtown Friends are collaborating on a program on Sunday, December 6th persons affected by the downturn in the economy. 
PYM Priorities Standing Committee report given by Ken Parks.  Ken recounted his Meeting receiving a number of years ago the request from PYM for a 9% covenant increase.  This experience led the meeting to become involved with the work of PYM committees and to the creation of a Priority Standing Committee.  The committee has done it work and will be starting its work again in the near future.  He explained the process of establishing priorities and some of the things that they learned last time.  There has been a great change in the information provided by PYM.  No longer can we say: “What are they doing for us?”

Quarterly Worship and Ministry: Carole Wicker from Makefield Meeting gave the report verbally.  The meeting met four times during the year. She gave thanks for the support that Karen and she received from every Monthly Meeting in the Quarter.   
· A minute of appreciation was approved for the dedication of the following persons to helping with the worship service at Chander Hall: Sam Nicholson (Southampton MM), Jennifer Parry (Middletown MM), Kathleen Parry (Middletown MM), and Carole Wicker (Makefield MM). 

Plumstead MM Annual Report given by Beth Taylor.  Meeting remains small but stable.  The Meeting is continuing their connection with the Alazawee family and has welcomed the Michener and Doan Family for their annual reunions. The Meeting also has established some wonderful traditions which enrich their spiritual journey.  Report received.
Treasurer’s Report given by Acting Treasurer Doug Meaker (Quakertown MM). Complete report available. BQM does not have not have the cash flow to make our contribution to PYM at the moment but hope to be able to do so by the end of the year.

Peace Vigil report was given by Ken Johnson (Doylestown MM) who stood with Beth Taylor and Bob Happ (both of Plumstead MM).  These members have been a steady presences in Doylestown on a weekly basis for the past eight years.  They have lost some members and need more participation if the vigil is to continue. The vigil is held from 6-7 every Tuesday evening in front of the Starbucks at the intersection.    
Solebury Monthly Meeting Annual Report given by George Rhoads. The Meeting reported on the large number of activities that take place at the meetinghouse and the variety of programs that are provided for the Meeting community.  There has been a difficulty in finding persons willing to assume positions on Meeting committees or to represent the Meeting in the large Quaker community and organizations. Report received.  
Announcements  
· Holly asked that we lift up Meetings who have lost members during the past month.  
· Chris Lucca, BQM Clerk announced his intention to have a gathering of Quarterly Meeting Clerks in January 2010 at a date and time yet to be decided. 
· The Clerk noted a request from Pennswood Village Worship Group to host a Quarterly Meeting. This information was received with appreciation 
Meeting closed with a brief period of worship at 3:15 p.m.    

